Called to Learn, Called to Serve: Stories

Michael Foster, USA (STM ’25)

Ican confidently say that my most formative years were from my time
at the I'TT. It was there that I grew in my faith. Having been led to
greater intimacy with Jesus Christ through prayer and the Divine Lit-
urgy, I was led to wonder by professors who ardently seek the kingdom
and glory of God. It was at the I'TT that I learned the simple joys of
life that, unfortunately, many people today go without: deep friend-
ship, music, dancing, and even the mundane pleasure of preparing and
sharing a meal with someone. When I first came to the ITI, I quickly
realized that I was seeing the future of the Church and what it has al-
ways strived to be: a community of faith that seeks greater and sweeter
harmony with God and the world around itself.

Amelia Pound, USA (SG 26)

he summer before I came to ITI, I attended a philosophy seminar on

truth. Through this program, my eyes were opened to how insuf-
ficient my high school education had been to prepare me to find and fight
for truth. The ITT is an environment geared directly towards this end: the
discovery and defense of what is true, good, and beautiful. The classes allow
you to study and discuss great texts in order to gain a deeper understand-
ing of what we believe as Catholics and why we believe it. The community

fosters and encourages the love of truth, and the spiritual life allows you
to deepen your faith and come closer to God through your studies. The
ITT has truly exceeded my expectations with the interconnectedness and
strength of the spiritual, intellectual and community life, and I would

recommend studying here to anyone who gets the chance.

Jocelyn Seow, Singapore (MMEF 27)

s a Catholic counselor, the MMF program caught my interest. I felt called to
Agrow in knowledge of the Church’s teachings on family and marriage. It has only
been a little more than a month, but the experience has already been very healing and
transformative! Being surrounded and lovingly supported by like-minded individuals
with a passion for God encouraged me to continue in this journey and trust God’s
plan for me. Having frequent Adoration and Holy Mass, as well as prayer at the
beginning of each class, is a daily reminder of who I am doing this for.. . Jesus. The
content in MMF has enriched my mind, heart and soul. It makes me feel so alive!
Through the course’s content, God is slowly shaping me into the daughter He wants
me to be. I feel truly and deeply blessed to be in ITT.
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from I'TI Students and Alumni

Nanci C. Keatley, USA (STB/STM ’28)

aving four children who graduated from the ITI, it seemed like a

logical choice for me to study here. Although I am much older than
the typical student, my time here has already been an incredible experience.
Fearing my age may be a deterrent to friendships and the academics them-
selves was something I need not have worried about. I have grown in my
intellectual, relational and spiritual life in a deeper way than I would have
thought possible in such a short time. In my application I wrote, “I believe
that the I'TT offers strong academics as well as a strong faith community
— both being true to the Magisterium.” Even after only a month, I know
that statement is true. I would encourage those looking to study at a place

where faith and reason are both taught and lived to come to the ITL..

Noemi Rinikova, Slovakia (BA ’28)

W’hen I first heard about ITI, I was drawn to its mission of uniting
faith and reason in a community of prayer and study. Through the
seminar method, the Liturgy, and daily life shared with others, I have seen
how faith and intellect strengthen one another. The class discussions have
taught me to listen carefully and think deeply, while the Liturgy reminds
me that all learning ultimately points toward God. Life at ITT has shown
me that education is not only about knowledge but about growing in
wisdom and love of truth. ITT is more than a place of learning - it is a com-
munity that helps its students grow in understanding and prepares them to

live their faith with clarity and purpose in the world.

Jeremy Chan, Singapore (MMF *24)

am very glad to have studied Marriage and Family at I'TI together with my own

family. It was a deeply formative time for us to decide how we want to live the
truths about what it means to be an authentically Catholic family. The familial
environment at the campus allowed us to prototype living as witnesses to the joys of
family life. Separately, I was very blessed by the deep and intimate relationship with
the I'TT professors. I felt very comfortable bringing all my questions to classes and
office hours. They played a vital role in helping me discover my academic interest and
this has led me to pursue my current doctoral studies at the John Paul II Institute in
Washington, D.C. ITT has been a blessing both personally for my family life as well

as for my professional, academic life!
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I'TT Academic Life:

Conferences and Publications

I'TT Catholze University in Truman has devoted itself to excellence in teaching and research. In accordance
with its motto “ad fontes’ (“to the sources”), it sees its mission as making the great thinkers of the West-
ern tradition visible and accessible through conferences and publications. But every deepening of academic
scholarship is also nourishment for the mind and the soul. Great saints, forgotten thinkers, and theologians
are kept alive at the university. Their lives and work shape our culture.

ith the new series “Guar-
dini Studies,” published by
Herder, the ITT launched a major

academic project that unites teach-

ing and research, since the univer-
sity also has a Guardini Chair.

Today, ad fontes is the most important motto with
respect to education and culture. And Romano Guar-
dini? He is among those whose books must continually
be taken up again — one of the few truly important
and therefore enduring theologians of the twentieth
century. In his teaching on total reality (Gesamt-
wirklichkeit) and its mysteries, the great Western tradi-
tion is present — be it Plato, Kafka, St. Augustine, or
Heidegger. Alongside this, our contemporary problems
too are diagnosed and analyzed.

In this way, Guardini speaks to many people:
theologians and philosophers, but also laypeople,
particularly many young people, are drawn to him. Just
think of his vast audience. Guardini’s view of human
beings and of God is inexhaustible. The new book

ITI’s Major Project in 2025:
The “Guardini Studies” Beginning with Volumes I and II

series “Guardini Studies” makes
a great thinker accessible for
the present. This takes place on

several levels or layers: There

Der Mensch —

>ein Entwurfauf etwas
Ungeheures hin«

is a direct academic layer (the
publishing of conference pro-
ceedings and various scholarly
writings) and a more culture-
oriented layer, which speaks
Guardini’s language in such

a way that it reaches all those
who seek genuine nourishment
for thought and for life.

Volume I of the “Guardini Studies” was published
in June of this year: Der Mensch — ,ein Entwurf auf
etwas Ungeheures hin“ Romano Guardinis Blick
auf Christliche Anthropologie (Human Beings — “A
Design Oriented Toward Something Momentous”
Romano Guardini’s View of Christian Anthropol-

ogy) Edited by Hanna-Barbara Gerl-Falkovitz and
Michael Wladika

ITI is Recommended by the Newman Guide to Choosing a
Catholic College & Graduate Program

ITI received a sevenfold Gold Star rating in the categories of:

Catholic Trustees
Profession of Faith
Theology and Philosophy
Honors and Speakers
Spiritual Life

Catholic Faculty
Catholic Students

&

Winter 2025



Metaphysics: A Two-Day Conference in Heiligenkreuz and Trumau

Metaphysics is the attempt to
address ultimate questions
in a purely rational way, guided by
the light of natural reason. Such
questions concern God himself, the
world as a whole, the reason for the
world, and the position of human
beings within it. These questions

are inevitable, but cannot, for ex-
ample, be answered by the particu-
lar sciences.

From the outset human thinking, human rea-
son, is oriented toward the whole of reality: com-
pletely open rationally, not enclosed within an eco-
logical niche. Because the human being is the animal
rationale, we are oriented toward metaphysics as the
rational way of answering the ultimate questions.

Where this is lost from view, reason itself — the
defining characteristic of the human being — is
trivialized. Thinking becomes the servant of passion
and of mere pragmatic interests. Yet this trivializes
the human being as well. That is precisely what we
do not want.

Hence the conference: “The Power of Being —
Metaphysics: Its Necessity, Its Fundamental Forms,”
which took place on 17-18 October 2025, in
Heiligenkreuz and Trumau. This conference demon-
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strated something that is important in an age as, un-
fortunately, anti-traditional — and therefore also anti-
metaphysical — as ours: that it is entirely possible
today to speak of the absolute necessity and supreme
relevance of metaphysics. This was our most impor-
tant academic goal, which is of great significance for
how we position ourselves in our own time and in
the academic world more broadly. Metaphysics is as
relevant and possible as ever. Whenever people claim
that “this is no longer possible,” one is simply deal-
ing with propaganda.

It is also important to emphasize that this con-
ference, the second major academic event, which
followed last year’s Guardini conference, was a joint
endeavor between Heiligenkreuz and I'TT sustained
by close cooperation at every stage.

Exploring the Sources — Toward a Theology of Prayer

Trumau, 21-22 November 2025

Consortio

“Prayer can truly change your life, for it turns
Your attention away from yourself and directs
your mind and your heart towards the Lord.”

(John Panl 11, Apostolic Journey to the United

States of America and Canada)

his two-day conference brought together theo-

logians, philosophers, and Catholic scholars to
reflect on the foundations, expressions, and endur-
ing significance of Christian prayer. Drawing upon
Scripture, liturgy, the arts, patristic and medieval
thought, and systematic theology, participants
explored how the Church’s living tradition offers a
rich and multifaceted understanding of prayer as
the heart of Christian life.
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St. Irenaeus: A Prominent Witness

of Early Christianity, an Influential
Doctor of the Church

he I'TI devoted a two-day conference to the

early Christian theologian St. Irenaeus of Lyon
on the occasion of his elevation to the status of Doc-
tor of the Church at the decree of Pope Francis. The
newly published conference proceedings illuminate
the person and work of St. Irenaeus.

The elevation of a saint to the rank of doctor
ecclesiae is an important historical event in the life of
the Church, whether in relation to doctrine, spiri-
tuality, or teaching. We recently witnessed another
such elevation: that of St. John Henry Newman.

Such an important event in the doctrinal his-
tory of the Church has left its mark on the ITI too.
The naming of St. Irenaeus as Doctor of the Church
is therefore also to be understood as a challenge, as a
task: He must teach! We must learn from him! And all
of this, with additions, is now available in book form.

The work of Christ, the mediator, extends far
and wide, infinitely wide; if that is the case, then the
beginning and the progression of all of history are to
be understood in Christ:

“St. Luke joins the end to the beginning and
points out that [Christ] is who recapitulates in
Himself all the nations that had been dispersed from
Adam onward, and all the tongues, and the human
race, including Adam himself,”" says Irenaeus in his
work Against Heresies.

The statement of St. Irenaeus has an obvious onto-

Saint Irenaeus occupies an extremely prominent place in
early Christianity.

logical meaning. But it also has an epistemic, revelatory
dimension: to understand all in Christ and only in this
way to understand rightly. St. Irenaeus occupies an ex-
tremely prominent place in the early Christianity of the
second century. As a student of St. Polycarp — himself a
disciple of the Apostles — but also through contact with
others who were directly connected with the Apostle
and Evangelist John, Irenaeus stands as a witness of

the earliest Christianity. An impressive number of his
writings have survived until today. His monumental text
Adversus Haereses (Against Heresies) is one of these truly
great works. A sustained scholarly engagement with his
work holds great promise. It is one of the earliest and
most important sources — and with it, we truly go ad
fontes.

1. Trenaeus of Lyons, Adv. Haer. 111.22.3 in St. Irenaeus of Lyons: Against the
Heresies, Book 3, ed. Irenaeus M. C. Steenberg, trans. Dominic J. Unger,
vol. 64 of Ancient Christian Writers (New York; Mahwah, NJ: The Newman
Press, 2012), 104.

Looking Ahead

Trumau, 8-9 May 2026

subordinationist doctrine of the Trinity.

Conference on St. Ambrose of Milan: Person and Work

veryone knows St. Ambrose as one of the four great

Church Fathers of the West. He is depicted in count-
less churches. But he himself, his personality (as a great
politician of late antiquity and then a man of the Church)
as well as his work, his theoretical Christian interpretation
of reality, all stand in the shadow of someone even greater,
his student — St. Augustine. Here, however, St. Ambrose
himself will take center stage: his charismatic personality,
his distinctive form of Neoplatonic Christianity, his anti-
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St. Ambrose by Anthonis van Dyck, ca. 1620 y
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Excellence in Education

The Grand Decoration of Honour in Gold for Services to the
State of Lower Austria was conferred on Dr. Christiaan Alting
von Geusan, the former Rector of the ITIT

overnor Johanna Mikl-Leitner bestowed the decoration of

honor on Christiaan Alting von Geusau, stating: “For over
20 years, Dr. Alting von Geusau has pursued his clear mission to
foster values-oriented, Christian-humanistic education. With great
dedication, he developed a Catholic institute into an international
university in Lower Austria. As the founder of a private school, he offers young people a high-quality

environment for their personal development. Moreover, his expertise as an international seminar
facilitator and author is highly esteemed.”

With this honor, not only is Christiaan Alting von Geusau, the former Rector of ITT Catholic
University, honored personally, but the entire Trumau campus — an educational project unique in
Central Europe — is honored with him. This educational work, which the university has embodied for
30 years, is confirmed in its excellence through the decoration of honor.

As a university community, we rejoice with our former rector over this special honor, a distinc-
tion by which the university is making history.

However, this honor also belongs to all the friends and benefactors of the university, for it is their
generous help and support that makes our work possible in the first place.

Fr. Yuriy Kolasa Receives the Honorary
Title of Mitered Protopresbyter

Fr. Yuriy Kolasa comes from Ukraine and was also one
of the first ITI graduates. Today, he is vicar general of
the Ordinariate for the Faithful of the Eastern Catholic
Churches in Austria and lives with bis family on the
campus of the university.

he title “protopresbyter” refers to a high-ranking priest,

and “mitered” indicates the privilege of wearing a miter,
which is often worn by high-ranking clerics. The privilege of
wearing a miter is an honorable Slavic-Byzantine tradition
widespread among Orthodox Christians, but it is relatively

rare in the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church.

In the Major Archbishop of Kyiv-Galicia’s decree of
conferral, it reads: “In appreciation for your zealous ministry for the glory of God and the good of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, your longstanding priestly ministry to the faithful of the Eastern
Catholic Church in Austria, as well as your faithful care for the spiritual well-being of Ukrainians

during Russia’s full-scale war of aggression and your help for the suffering, we express to you our
heartfelt thanks and attest to our appreciation and esteem for you.”
The entire university community joins in this gratitude and well-earned recognition!

Consortio @
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ITI Summer Program 2026: Science,
Theology, and the Pursuit of Wisdom

29 June — 10 July 2026

Dive into the world of science and Catholic
theology in a two-week immersive program!

he ITT Summer Program 2026 invites young people

aged 17-30 to explore life’s most profound questions:
about the natural world, the human person, relationships,
and ultimately, God Himself. Our goal is to cultivate the
virtue of wisdom through a participatory seminar method,
where students read, discuss, and engage directly with
the sources themselves — from Scripture and the Church
Fathers to St. Thomas Aquinas and St. John Paul II. The
beauty and rich Catholic culture of Austria is a perfect
contemplative setting for this worthwhile endeavour.
People from across the globe will discover fulfilling peren-
nial truths with one another and in doing so will forge
new and lasting friendships. Please join us!

Why Attend?

*  Explore topics from cosmology and biology to free
will and human love

*  Participate in interactive seminars led by I'TI profes-
sors

*  Deepen your understanding of the harmony between
faith and reason

*  Connect globally: form lasting friendships with fel-
low participants from around the world

*  Experience the beauty and rich Catholic culture of
Austria as a contemplative and inspiring setting

Costs and Financial Aid

*  Tuition: €2,300 (includes housing, meals, books,
organized activities, and transportation from Vienna
International Airport)

*  Early Bird Discount: €2,000 if registered by 315t
January 2026

*  Need-based scholarships available

e ITI Enrollment Scholarship: Summer Program fees
applied to first-year tuition for students enrolling

*  Application Deadline: 315t March 2026

Katholische Hochschule ITI
ITI Catholic University
Schlossgasse 21

2521 Trumau, Austria

www.iti.ac.at
administration@iti.ac.at
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Editor-in-Chief: Dr. Michael Wladika,
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Please help us continue the important work of
the new evangelization with your generous gifts.
Donations are tax-deductible.

International Bank Information: US Donations:
Raiffeisenbank Baden ITI-USA

Raiffecisenstr 15, 2521 Trumau Austria 78 Demmia Vilygs Wery N
Suite 140, Box 16

Account: 414.078 Dawsonville GA 30534
Bank Code: 32045
IBAN: AT63 3204 5000 00414078 Betty Hartmann

+1 (805) 649-2346

BIC/SWIFT: RLNW ATWW BAD .
betty@itiusa.org

Online donations: www.iti.ac.at
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